What’s the Big Idea?
· Big Ideas are those “Aha!” realizations, discoveries or conclusions that students reach on their own either during or after instruction.

· Big Ideas are key generalizations students can articulate after their sudden grasp of the “big picture.”

· Big Ideas are the lasting understandings students will take with them on their educational journey.

· Big Ideas are personally worded statements derived from a deep understanding of the concepts under investigation.

· Big Ideas are open-ended, enduring ideas that transfer understanding from one subject to other areas of study.


Attributes of Big Ideas:

( Brevity – usually five to ten words

(Conceptual – cannot be answered factually or with yes/no statement

(Open-ended – allows for multiple perspectives; no one “right” answer

(Enduring – a “timeless” idea that may apply to other fields of learning

Sample “Big Ideas” for Math:

Algebra can be used to model real-world problems.
There are many different representations of mathematical functions.

Mathematical formulas and estimates both provide shortcuts for                                 determining needed mathematical information.

Fractions, decimals and percents can represent the                                                               same amount differently.

