What’s the Big Idea?
· Big Ideas are those “Aha!” realizations, discoveries or conclusions that students reach on their own either during or after instruction.

· Big Ideas are key generalizations students can articulate after their sudden grasp of the “big picture.”

· Big Ideas are the lasting understandings students will take with them on their educational journey.

· Big Ideas are personally worded statements derived from a deep understanding of the concepts under investigation.

· Big Ideas are open-ended, enduring ideas that transfer understanding from one subject to other areas of study.


Attributes of Big Ideas:

( Brevity – usually five to ten words

(Conceptual – cannot be answered factually or with yes/no statement

(Open-ended – allows for multiple perspectives; no one “right” answer

(Enduring – a “timeless” idea that may apply to other fields of learning

Sample “Big Ideas” for ELA:

Fiction and nonfiction forms of writing each have their own unique formats, vocabulary, language, and style.

Literary devices enhance and deepen fiction’s impact upon the reader.
Nonfiction writing develops a main idea with supporting details.
