Why Essential Questions?
Essential Questions derive from the “Big Ideas” are succinct, open ended questions that cannot be answered with a “yes” or “no” or a mere recall of facts.  The best essential questions require higher level thinking skill responses.


To evaluate essential questions:

( Are my essential questions open ended?

( Will they be engaging for students?

( Will they take students beyond the “who, what, where, and when” recall of information to the “how” and “why” applications and extensions of learning?

(Do my Big Ideas succinctly and effectively answer my essential questions?

Samples from Mathematics:
There are many different representations of mathematical functions.

How many ways are there to solve a mathematical formula?

Mathematical formulas and estimates both provide shortcuts for determining needed mathematical information.

Why learn mathematical formulas? How do formulas and estimation work together?

Fractions, decimals and percents can represent the same amount differently.

What is the relationship between fractions, decimals and percents?
