Why Essential Questions?
Essential Questions derive from the “Big Ideas” are succinct, open ended questions that cannot be answered with a “yes” or “no” or a mere recall of facts.  The best essential questions require higher level thinking skill responses.


To evaluate essential questions:

( Are my essential questions open ended?

( Will they be engaging for students?

( Will they take students beyond the “who, what, where, and when” recall of information to the “how” and “why” applications and extensions of learning?

(Do my Big Ideas succinctly and effectively answer my essential questions?

Samples from Science:
Animals have adaptations that help them survive.

Why are penguins in the north and south different?

Heat constantly moves from warmer objects to cooler objects until                                            all of the objects are at the same temperature. 

How does heat seek to balance the temperature of objects?

All living matter and energy flow through the ecosystems.

Who are the “major players” in the cycle of life? How do they interact?
