Why Essential Questions?
Essential Questions derive from the “Big Ideas” are succinct, open ended questions that cannot be answered with a “yes” or “no” or a mere recall of facts.  The best essential questions require higher level thinking skill responses.


To evaluate essential questions:

( Are my essential questions open ended?

( Will they be engaging for students?

( Will they take students beyond the “who, what, where, and when” recall of information to the “how” and “why” applications and extensions of learning?

(Do my Big Ideas succinctly and effectively answer my essential questions?

Samples from Social Studies:
Geography affects how we live.

Why don’t all people live the same way and do the same things?
Foreign policies connect and affect all nations.

How does the international community respond to worldwide challenges?
Contemporary civilizations parallel those of the past.

What links can be made between the cultures, structures and contributions of the ancient world to contemporary societies?
